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Cherry blossoms are the symbol of Ogawara-town and Shibata-town. The cherry
tree-line paths extending 8km along both sides of the Shiroishi River running
through the center of both town are known as “Hitome Senbon Zakura”

From the tunnels of about 1,200 cherry blossoms, you command a wonderful view
of Mt. Zao capped with a snowy peak.
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Funaoka Castle Ruins Park
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This is the estate where the Shibata clan resided until the Meiji Restoration. The
location is known as one of the best cherry blossom viewing spots in the Tohoku
region. This site is also well-known across Japan as the location for the 1970
“Mominoki wa Nokotta” (The Fir Tree Remained) NHK Taiga TV drama.
An automated monorail (slope car) is available from the parking lot inside the park
up to the mountain. At the summit, stands the 24m-high “Funaoka Heiwa Kannon
Statue”
There are about 1,300 cherry trees inside the park where the “Shibata Cherry
Blossom Festival” is held in April, every year.
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“Hitomesenbon zakura”were donated by Kaijiro Takayama
Kaijiro Takayama who was born in Ogawara-town donated about 1,200young
cherry trees in 1923 and 1927.
Now, these cherry trees are over 90 years old, and still showcase their magnificent
blossoms.
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Preservation of cherry trees

_ “Hitome Senbon Zakura” are maintained and preserved
4 by the “Shibata Agricultural High School”

and the “Ogawara Lions Club” in Ogawara-town.
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Types of cherry trees
The types of “Hitomesenbon zakura” are mostly “Someiyoshino” that bear large
blossoms just before the leaves appear.
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The banks of the Shiroishi River,“Hitome Senbon Zakura”
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The cherry trees along the cherry tree-lined paths extendingfrom Funaoka,
Shibata-machi to Ogawara-machi are called

“Hitome Senbon Zakura”

Recently, breathtaking view from “Shibata Sen-ou-kyo Bridge” and “Shiroishi River
Sen-ou Park” is becoming a new visitors’ attraction
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Festival period:April 3 to April 18,2019
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As the cherry blossom season begins we would llke to mwte you to the
Ogawara Sakura Festival with more than 1,000 cherry trees lining the banks
the Shiroishi River.
You can enjoy the change of colors and scenary as the shops and pavilions
along with cherry trees are lit up at night. Enjoy the cherry blossoms from a
special flower-boat on the river.
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During the Cherry blossom festival, the slope car takes
visitors along a 305 meter track in four minutes from the
Sakurano-sato Store & Cafe to the peak of mountain.
From the slope car, you can see cherry trees in all
directions and a tunnel of cherry blossoms stretching
behind you.
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